As a botanist Odoardo Beccari (1843Beccari ( -1920 is best remembered for his work on palms (Arecaceae), a group in which he specialised throughout most of his adult life. However, though his prodigious collecting activities, notably in tropical Asia, Beccari made significant contributions to numerous other plant families, in particular the aroids (Araceae), for which family he is famous for introducing to Europe the Titan Arum (Amorphophallus titanum (Becc.) Becc.) from Sumatera in 1878. The imagination-capturing nature of this indisputably remarkable plant has, somewhat regrettably, overshadowed Beccari's aroid work in Sarawak, when 
himself wrote up several aroid species (Beccari, 1878a (Beccari, , b, c, 1879 (Beccari, , 1882 (Beccari, , 1885 (Beccari, , 1889 , while Arcangeli covered the introduction and first flowering in Europe of Amorphophallus titanum (Arcangeli, 1879a, b) . Later research, predominantly based on Beccari's New Guinea collections revealed novel Cyrtosperma Griff. species (Hay, 1988) , while a remarkably high percentage of the Bornean Cryptocoryne Fisch. ex Wydler are based on Beccari types (see Jacobsen, 1985) . However, there remain a number of Sunda genera that have yet to be adequately worked up; of these Homalomena Schott is the most speciose.
Homalomena in Borneo
The authors' current research into the Araceae of Borneo is concentrating on three major groups: the Schismatoglottid alliance (tribes Schismatoglottideae + Cryptocoryne); Alocasia Schott, and Homalomena. Of these, Homalomena remains the most poorly understood with probably well in excess of 300 species distributed primarily in the old world tropics with the majority of species and greatest diversity centred on perhumid South East Asia where there are three centres of diversity: Sumatera, Borneo, and New Guinea.
Since the now long out-of-date full revision of Engler (1912) there have been fragmentary floristic accounts by Ridley (1905) , Alderwerelt (1922a, b) , and Furtado (1935 Furtado ( , 1939 , an uncritical species listing for Malesia focusing primarily on Sumatera (Hotta, 1985) , a revision for New Guinea and the Bismark archipelago (Hay, 1999) , and various ad hoc new taxa (Hotta, 1986 (Hotta, , 1993 , Boyce (1994) , Hay & Herscovitch (2002) , Sulaiman & Boyce (2005) , Boyce & Wong (2008) , and Boyce, Wong & Fasihuddin (in press), but no attempt to undertake a full revision of Homalomena. The lack of a reliable taxonomy poses considerable problems for field workers since Homalomena is one of the most speciose and taxonomically intractable aroid genera in the Asian tropics.
The problems presented by a lack of reliable taxonomy are compounded by the poor state of preservation of many of the historical types. The cryptic nature of most of the systematically significant morphologies, notably the presence, absence and disposition of sterile flowers, the generally large and complex vegetative structures that do not lend themselves readily to traditional herbarium vouchering methodologies, and the fleeting anthetic period, also mean that even well-prepared herbarium specimens are frequently taxonomically useless because inflorescences were prepared postanthesis by which time many significant structures have deliquesced, or been subject to pre-preservation damage by the most frequent inflorescence visitors, chrysomelid and dynastid beetles, and post-preservation destruction by herbarium beetles. Nonetheless, study of the existing historical collections, notably the types, is an essential prerequisite to undertaking a taxonomic and systematic study of the genus.
Homalomena in the Herbarium Beccarianum-Malesia (FI-B)
Among the top set of Beccari's Araceae collection housed in the Herbarium Beccarianum-Malesia (FI-B) of the Museo di Storia Naturale dell'Università di Firenze are 33 sheets and one line drawing of Homalomena, of which 16 sheets and the line drawing, representing seven species, two novel, originate from Borneo. Nine type specimens, of which eight, representing five names, are Bornean, and one Sumateran, are present. The collections are remarkable for the excellent state of preservation of the fertile structures, such that identification to species poses no problems and, combined with the historical importance of the collection provides an exceptionally useful set of identification material.
Bornean Homalomena Types in the Herbarium Beccarianum-Malesia (FI-B)
Homalomena beccariana Engl., Bull. R. Soc. Tosc. Ortic. 4: 296 (1879) 
